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Types of 

Comprehension 

Questions and the 

Skills Required



10 questions/ 
20 marks

Paper Format

Sentences

Graphic 
Organisers/ 

Tables/ Boxes

4 different types of 
reading 

comprehension skills



Types of Comprehension Questions

Types

Vocabulary in Context 

/ Figurative LanguageDetails/ Main ideas

Sequencing

Cause and Effect

Before and After

Character Traits

Inferencing

True/ False

Support with evidenceReferencing



Examples

Details

Cause & 

Effect

Details



Examples
True/False

Vocabulary in 

context



Examples

Referencing

Sequencing



Examples

Details/ Main 

ideas

Inferencing

Support with 

Evidence



Literal

4 Types of Reading 
Comprehension Skills

Recast

Inference 
Evaluative/ 
Judgement



01
Literal

Requires the 
student to locate 
ideas and 
information 
explicitly from 
text



Examples(Literal)

Details



02
Recast-
Think 
and 
Search

Requires student to 
examine ideas 

explicitly stated in 
the text to 

represent them in a 
way (graphic           
organisers) to         

establish                  
relationships           

between the ideas



Examples(Recast)



03
Inference

Requires the 
student to use 

contextual clues 
in the text along 

with prior             
knowledge to 

draw plausible     
conclusions



Inference



Examples(Inference)

√

√

Ensure there is only 2 

ticks. More than 2 ticks 

– No marks will be 

awarded.



04
Evaluation/ 
Judgement

Requires the student   
to compare ideas and  
information in the text 

based on the 
students’ experience, 
knowledge or values 

with the material         
presented in the          

questions   in order to 
form judgements of 

various kinds



Examples(Evaluative/ Judgement)



From P4 to P5…



Higher order 
thinking skills

Lower order 
thinking skills

Hierarchy of skills for Reading 
Comprehension



The difference between P4 and P5?

Demand Requirements
Range of Reading 

Comprehension Skills
P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P6

Evaluation Requires the student 

to compare ideas and 

information in the text 

based on the 

students’ experience, 

knowledge or values 

with the material 

presented in the 

questions in order to 

form judgements of 

various kinds 

Judging Adequacy and Validity  

Judging Worth, Desirability and 

Acceptability 

 



Examples of questions that tests

Judging Adequacy and Validity:

Based on the story, state whether each statement in the table below is true or false, then 

give one reason why you think so. 

True/False Reason

Charlie bit John’s 

finger by accident.

Peter’s father was 

overseas for two 

days. 



Examples of questions that tests

Judging Worth, Desirability and Acceptability:

Do you think Charlie was right in the way that he treated John? Support your 
answer with information from the text. 

Explain fully with information from the text why it was not right of Peter to steal 
the pen from John to present to his sister. 



LET’S TRY



A group of us were chatting in our classroom when Sarah ran in, 

panting. I glanced at the clock on the wall. “Sarah, you’re late! Did you get 

scolded by the teacher?”

“No, Peter,” she said, approaching us with a look of eagerness on her 

face. “I stopped by the honeydew patch on the way to school!”

Everyone except me turned away. All of us knew about the wild 

honeydew patch that lay neglected halfway between the school and the 

village where most of us lived. The honeydews that grew there were very small 

and never ripened. The few times that any of us tried the fruit, we had found it 

either tasteless or bitter.

Sarah said to me, “I walked into the patch today, and guess what I 

saw? A honeydew this huge!” She placed her hands in front of her, palms 

spaced apart to show a width of about thirty centimetres.

“Impossible!” I exclaimed. 

“I’m going to get it after school today, and then you tell me whether it’s 

impossible or not!” She declared.



Q75 Based on the story, state whether each 
statement in the table below is true or false, then 
give one reason why you think so. [3m]

True/False Reason

When Sarah first told 

Peter about the huge 

honeydew, she was 

not confident she 

could find it again.



Q75 Based on the story, state whether each 
statement in the table below is true or false, then 
give one reason why you think so. [3m]

True/False Reason

When Sarah first told 

Peter about the huge 

honeydew, she was 

not confident she 

could find it again.

What do I need to 

prove true or false?



Q75 Based on the story, state whether each 
statement in the table below is true or false, then 
give one reason why you think so. [3m]

True/False Reason

When Sarah first told 

Peter about the huge 

honeydew, she was 

not confident she 

could find it again.

Step 1: Rephrase the 

statement into a question



Q75 Based on the story, state whether each 
statement in the table below is true or false, then 
give one reason why you think so. [3m]

True/False Reason

When Sarah first told 

Peter about the huge 

honeydew, she was 

not confident she 

could find it again.

Step 1: Rephrase the 

statement into a question

Step 2: Answer the question



Q75 Based on the story, state whether each 
statement in the table below is true or false, then 
give one reason why you think so. [3m]

True/False Reason

When Sarah first told 

Peter about the huge 

honeydew, she was 

not confident she 

could find it again.

Step 1: Rephrase the 

statement into a question

Step 2: Answer the question

Step 3: What are the key 

words?



Q75 Based on the story, state whether each 
statement in the table below is true or false, then 
give one reason why you think so. [3m]

True/False Reason

When Sarah first told 

Peter about the huge 

honeydew, she was 

not confident she 

could find it again.

“Was Sarah not confident 

that she could not find the 

huge honeydew again?”



Q75 Based on the story, state whether each 
statement in the table below is true or false, then 
give one reason why you think so. [3m]

True/False Reason

When Sarah first told 

Peter about the huge 

honeydew, she was 

not confident she 

could find it again.

“Was Sarah not confident 

that she could not find the 

huge honeydew again?



Q75 Based on the story, state whether each 
statement in the table below is true or false, then 
give one reason why you think so. [3m]

True/False Reason

When Sarah first told 

Peter about the huge 

honeydew, she was 

not confident she 

could find it again.

FALSE



Q75 Based on the story, state whether each 
statement in the table below is true or false, then 
give one reason why you think so. [3m]

True/False Reason

When Sarah first told 

Peter about the huge 

honeydew, she was 

not confident she 

could find it again.

FALSE EVIDENCE: “I’m going to 

get it after school today, 

and then you tell me 

whether it’s impossible or 

not!” she declared.



Q75 Based on the story, state whether each 
statement in the table below is true or false, then 
give one reason why you think so. [3m]

True/False Reason

When Sarah first told 

Peter about the huge 

honeydew, she was 

not confident she 

could find it again.

FALSE

Sarah was so 

confident that she 

told Peter that she 

was going to get 

the honeydew 

after school that 

day.



The year rolled by and when it was Mandy’s 

birthday again, Sarah and I presented her with 

not just one but three giant honeydews! Mandy 

immediately invited all her friends to her house. As 

we munched on our slices of honeydew, I thought 

with admiration that I was twice Mandy’s age, yet 

it had taken me a hard lesson before I learnt what 

she instinctively understood.



Q80 What do you think Mandy “instinctively 
understood”? Support your answer with an example of 
how Mandy showed this understanding. [2m]

Read the question 

carefully. What are the 

essential points of the 

question?



Q80 What do you think Mandy “instinctively 
understood”? Support your answer with an example of 
how Mandy showed this understanding. [2m]

Read the question 

carefully. What are the 

essential points of the 

question?



The year rolled by and when it was Mandy’s 

birthday again, Sarah and I presented her with 

not just one but three giant honeydews! Mandy 

immediately invited all her friends to her house. As 

we munched on our slices of honeydew, I thought 

with admiration that I was twice Mandy’s age, yet 

it had taken me a hard lesson before I learnt what 

she instinctively understood.



The year rolled by and when it was Mandy’s 

birthday again, Sarah and I presented her with 

not just one but three giant honeydews! Mandy 

immediately invited all her friends to her house. As 

we munched on our slices of honeydew, I thought 

with admiration that I was twice Mandy’s age, yet 

it had taken me a hard lesson before I learnt what 

she instinctively understood.

How do I connect this 

piece of evidence with 

what I know in real life?



Q80 What do you think Mandy “instinctively 
understood”? Support your answer with an example of 
how Mandy showed this understanding. [2m]

Mandy’s immediate response was to 

invite all her friends to join her in eating 

the honeydews. She was generous. She 

shared them with everyone she cared 

about.



Q80 What do you think Mandy “instinctively 
understood”? Support your answer with an example of 
how Mandy showed this understanding. [2m]

Mandy understood the importance of sharing with 

others, as can be seen when Mandy invited all her 

friends to join her in feasting on the three giant 

honeydews.



General Tips for Parents
• Encourage them to annotate and predict 

what’s next based on contextual clues

• Encourage them to read and re-read

• Encourage them to read forward or 

backward to justify their answers

• Use comic strips to train inference skills

• Ensure they support their reasons with 

evidence 

• Get them to retell the story by identifying 

main ideas in the passage 



Thank You



Your feedback is important to us!


